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SEJONG
Asia’s Green Metropolis of the Future

SEJONG
The city is named after King Sejong who profoundly impacted Korean history
with the introduction of Hangul, the alphabet system of the Korean language
and technological advances during his reign in the 15th century.
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Message from Chairman
Although cities have always been the loci of economic productivity
and social advancement, going forward a more human-oriented and
environment-friendly city is widely sought and desired by people around the
globe.
Sejong, situated in the middle of Korea, hopes to be the city where
everyone wants to come and live in. This Multifunctional Administrative
City we have been developing with completion due in 2030 will be an
internationally recognized planned city.
With vast green and water spaces reaching more than half of the
city area, Sejong will accommodate self-sufficient functions such as
administration, culture, education, research, medical care, welfare,and hightech industries.
The character of Sejong is in its sustainable development plan to
improve the long-term social and ecological health of the city. We plan
efﬁcient land use, less automobile use yet better access, good housing and
living environments, and a sustainable economy. Our schools in Sejong will
be smart as we are creating a ubiquitous learning environment with cuttingedge IT-enabled tools. In the process of realizing this plan, we value the
power of community participation and involvement, and preservation of
local culture and wisdom.
We invite you to be part of this ideal city. Join us in making today’s dream
tomorrow’s reality.
Thank you.
Chairman of Multifunctional Administrative City Construction Agency

Overview

Located in the heart of South Korea—about 120 kilometers (75 miles)
south of Seoul, Sejong was conceived to relieve overcrowding in Seoul
and promote balanced national development. In addition to relocating 36
central government organizations from Seoul to Sejong, the South Korean
government designated Sejong as a center of research, education, and hightech industry. With financial and investment support, Sejong will attract
corporations from across the globe. Sejong is 2 hours away from South
Korea’s major cities and close to airports and ports that connect it to the
world. With green spaces more than half of the city area and a forward
thinking energy policy, Sejong will be one of the world’s greenest cities –
both literally and ﬁguratively.
To build Sejong, the South Korean government established a new
government agency, the Multifunctional Administrative City Construction
Agency (MACCA) in 2006. Later in 2010, the National Assembly passed a
bill allowing establishment of the self-governing city government on July 1,
2012. The ﬁrst residential area in Sejong was completed by the end of 2011,
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and the central ministries and ofﬁces will relocate to Sejong from 2012 to
2014. Sejong’s population is expected to reach 500,000 by 2030. Newcomers
to the city are already moving into the First Town apartment from December
26, 2011. The total of 6,520 units was sold out before buildings were
completed. As of the end of March 2012, about 90% of the home buyers
moved into their new homes.

Central Government Complex and Central Lake

First Town Apartment

Land Use

Major Six Functions
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Sejong’s 73 square kilometers (28 square miles) of land will consist of
a massive Central Park and six major zones that are connected by a ringshaped public transportation network.

Central Administration Zone
| S e jo n g | M ul ti f un c ti o n a l Adm i n i strati ve Cit y | L a nd Use |

The Korean Government will relocate 36 of its organizations to Sejong by
2014. A new government complex in Sejong will accommodate 9 ministries,
2 ofﬁces, 2 agencies and other government bodies.

Prime Minister's Office

Culture & International Exchange Zone
Cultural facilities such as museums, art galleries, concert halls and
libraries will be constructed in harmony with the Central Park. The Culture
& International Exchange Zone will be equipped with cutting-edge global
convention facilities such as international conference halls, world-class hotels,
business complexes and shopping malls.

National Library to be completed by June 2013

Local Administration Zone

Local Government Office

University & Research Zone
Top-notch universities specializing in the fields of science and art will be
located nearby. MACCA has a Memorandum of Understanding with the Korea
Advanced Institute for Science and Technology (KAIST) and is working with
the world’s largest provider of post-secondary education.
In addition to the classroom and laboratory facilities, the University &
Research Zone will include student housing, residential areas for faculty, sports
complexes, concert halls and restaurants.
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An administrative division will provide a better quality of life for Sejong citizens.
Municipal functions including a city hall, city council, educational ofﬁce, tax ofﬁce,
etc. will be located around the public transportation network for easy access.

Medical Service Zone
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The medical service complex will be
complete with international hospitals and
medical research institutes. The Medical
Service Zone will provide state-of-the art
medical treatment for citizens and tourists
alike. International investors will enjoy a
network of superior research facilities such
as Osong Medical Complex and Daeduk
Science Park.

High Technology Industry Zone
As a hub of high-tech innovation, the High Technology Industry Zone
will emerge as a center for international IT companies to develop new
products and solutions for domestic and foreign markets.
The High Technology Industry Zone will facilitate opportunities for
collaboration between start-ups, large enterprises, and universities.

Life in SE JONG

Renewable energy usage
Sejong

15.0%
4.5%

USA

3.8%

Germany
Korea
UK

2.3%
1.4%

With its plentiful parks and use of renewable energy, Sejong will be one
of the greenest cities in the world. Through its Bus Rapid Transit system
and innovative public transportation network, Sejong will have fewer cars on
the road, yet will provide its citizens with better access to the city. A 350 km
(220 miles) bike path will be constructed and 40 million trees will be planted
throughout the city.
Each of the 22 communities will have a community center which
accommodates a ﬁre station, police station, library, clinic and a sports facility.
All of Sejong’s facilities will meet the highest accessibility standards to
accommodate people with disabilities.

Solar panels on the bike path of 354 km long
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Open green space in the center of Sejong will be used for community
activities and relaxation. The green space will be surrounded by museums,
libraries, art galleries and concert halls.Sejong plans to achieve a renewable
energy utilization rate of 15% and a 70% reduction of carbon emissions by
2030.

International Science Business Belt
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The Ministry of Education, Science and Technology (MEST) announced
its massive science plan on May 16, 2011 to form an International Science
Business Belt (ISBB) in Daejeon metropolitan city and at the same time
Sejong, 1.8 mile away from Daejeon, was chosen as a support center of
ISBB thanks to Sejong’s proximity.
The ISBB, a 5.2 trillion won(Approximately 4.6 billion USD) plan is
to boost the country’s basic science capacity by installing a Rare Isotope
Accelerator and establishing National Basic Science Institute in Daejeon.
Sejong will house R&D and training centers and commercialize new
knowledge.
Scientists and other professionals would enjoy a pleasant living
environment in Sejong as they use English in everyday life, send their
children to foreigner school, and learn at a campus of global universities in
Sejong.
MEST ﬁnalized a master plan for the creation of the ISBB on December
2, 2011. The plan speciﬁes additional roles that Sejong should play in creating
a global living environment and attracting top-notch overseas universities.

Geum River Restoration Project

Existing natural wetland

New man-made wetland
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Geum River and Miho Stream run through the center of Sejong. The project
is the Korean government’s green initiative to revitalize the biggest four rivers
of Korea including Geum River. With extension of 17.3 km, the river has now
its existing 800,000m2 of natural wetland and 400,000m2 of new man-made
wetland. This can be seen as the most biologically diverse of all ecosystems in
Sejong.
A water gate of 4 meters high and 348 meters long is installed in order to
make the river beautiful and secure water resource. Design of the water gate
symbolizes the important inventions (Korean alphabet and rain gauge) of King
Sejong the Great who the city named after.
For easy and safe walk in the city, ﬁve pedestrian bridges, pedestrian routes,
bike paths are installed each 30 km. Camping areas, gyms, playgrounds, and four
marinas are built for citizens’ leisure life on the water and land.

Sense of Korean Pride
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Sejong will be constructed as the world’s model city and play a role as a
Korea’s face to the world. To this end, MACCA is developing diverse plans
to present symbols of Korea throughout the city. MACCA will try to protect
existing cultural heritage while new cultural assets such as hanok(a word for
traditional Korean house) village, folk village, history park and many others are
likely to be created for public recreational and history-teaching space.
A special district in the center of the city will show beauty of Korea in
the past, present and future. The district will attract people near and far and
contribute to the nation’s standing in the global community.
Visitors and residents will see a comprehensive and time-transcending
realization of Korean pride, not a mere imitation of the past. This creative space
will distinguish the city from others by showing what truly Korea is.

Integrity Level

Investment Opportunities
MACCA is committed to building one of the most sustainable cities in the
world. It is important to MACCA that Sejong also be an attractive place to live
and a commercially viable place to operate businesses. Investors are invited to
develop office buildings, residential buildings, hotels, department stores, and
shopping malls and operate research centers and high-tech businesses here.

Online Investment Consulting Center
Anyone interested in Sejong can find investment information and make
online enquiry. MACCA also offers up-to-date investment opportunities such
available land and commercial buildings. International investors are invited to
the English version of the Center at cybereng.macc.go.kr
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MACCA recorded number one in the 2011 integrity index among 24 central
government organizations. The Anti-Corruption and Civil Rights Commission
(ACRC), which measures the integrity levels of public organizations annually,
issued the results of the 2011 survey covering central government agencies, local
governments, ofﬁces of education, and public service-related organizations.
Thanks to the ofﬁcials’ voluntary anti-corruption efforts, this is not the ﬁrst
time for MACCA to receive such recognition. In 2009, MACCA was at the top
of the same survey and was exempted of the survey in 2010.
MACCA officials, encouraged by the survey result, will strengthen their
determination to ﬁght corruption and invite others to join this effort.

160 Yongpo Road, Geumnam-myeon, Yeongi-gun,
South Chungcheong Province 339-703, Republic of Korea
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